




OHIO SILC ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2007

RIFFE CENTER

77 SOUTH HIGH STREET, CONFERENCE ROOM B & C

Columbus, OH 43215

614 752-8220

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT

VOTING MEMBERS ABSENT


Tim Cody




Susan Bader





Eileen Buban




April Reisinger-Stahl





Ray Jones






Wendy Halley






Linda Peters









Tim Stubbins






Gene Leber (via phone)






Pam Patula

Mary Lynn Westfall

LIAISON MEMBERS PRESENT

OSILC STAFF PRESENT

Ron Miller, ORSC



Brenda Curtiss, Executive Director

Laurie Damon, ODJFS


Mary Butler, Systems Change Coordinator

Art Schlesinger, OLRS/CAP


Kay Grier, Office Manager


 

Carol Shkolnik, ODA



Melissa Anthony, Office Assistant

Kathy Hatch, APRIL

CIL REPS PRESENT


OTHERS PRESENT

Pam Davies, WRILC



Bob Butler, w/Mrs. Butler




Dianne Renicker, SEA


Sherry Wheitner, w/Mr. Jones







Micah Westfall, w/Ms. Westfall







Scott Angel, WRILC







Mike Corbett, Pending OSILC member







Nancy Coffey, w/Ms. Peters







Frances Gundrum, SEA







Lynette Stubbins, w/Mr. Stubbins

Chair Tim Cody called the meeting to order at 10:30 am.  Attendees introduced themselves and told what city and/or organization they represent.

Chair Cody announced changes in the agenda due to weather concerns. The election of officers would occur prior to lunch.

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS

CHAIR - Tim Cody gave the report.  

· He attended SILC Congress in New Orleans and reported that it was overall a good experience.  He told Council Ohio is in tune with and even advanced compared to other SILCs.
· He thanked Council and especially other members of the Executive Committee who helped him throughout his tenure as Chair.
VICE CHAIR - Ray Jones gave the report.  Handouts were distributed.

· Vice Chair Jones attended the Visitability meeting on January 19th.  City Council Member Charleta Tavares, Ken Campbell, Brenda Curtiss and Mike Corbett are among the members of the committee.  The plan is to get legislation introduced that would endorse and support Visitability at the state level.  Representative Dan Stewart agreed to introduce the bill in the House and Senator Ray Miller agreed to introduce it in the Senate.
· VC Jones is the co-chair for SOLIDARITY 2007, which occurs May 30-June 1, 2007 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Columbus.  One day of the meeting will focus on legislative advocacy and attendees will visit with their legislators.  In addition, Michael Beers, a comedian with CP will be a part of the program and there are more than 42 workshops planned.  ED Curtiss and Sue Hetrick will conduct several of those workshops.  Registration materials will be available soon.
· VC Jones attended the conference for County Boards of MR/DD and was dismayed because only a few people with disabilities attended even though it is about people with disabilities.
· Council Member Jones attended the Inaugural Ball for Governor Ted Strickland.  
TREASURER - Tim Stubbins gave the report.   Handouts were distributed in pre-meeting packets and available in accessible format.

· He thanked Council for their attention to the budget and fiscal issues with particular thanks to the finance committee
· In November 2006 a new format was approved for the budget reports. The report will be sent since some members could not open the electronic version.
· He reminded Council to keep the agenda item regarding SILC’s status in state government as a priority.  He feels it makes Council stronger financially and as an agency.
· There is approximately $11,000 that must be allocated in the budget.
CIL REPRESENTATIVE - Pam Patula gave the report. 

LINKING EMPLOYMENT, ABILITIES AND POTENTIAL-Cleveland 

· Has developed a new Assistive Technology Center and a new recreation program.
· Was awarded a grant from DD Council to support the Public Policy Center.
INDEPENDENT LIVING CENTER OF NORTH CENTRAL OHIO-Mansfield

· Sponsored the Santa Christmas on Wheels party.
· Conducted an Adult Renaissance Holiday event that was attended by 60 adults.
· Continue to host the Power to Change education program with 400 students and teachers from three different schools who have participated.
ACCESS CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING – Dayton is providing disability training to 670 transit employees.

SOUTHEASTERN OHIO CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING-Lancaster

· The adaptive basketball program continues which is part of a national program.  On a national level the program in Fairfield County is the only adaptive one in the Upwards Program.
· SOCIL is helping with a Healthy Living for Kids television show to ensure that the needs of children with disabilities are incorporated.
· Recently appointed to the Fairfield Metropolitan Public Housing Board.
· Disability training is being conducted at a local elementary school where over 400 students are expected to be participants.
· Conducting a 6-week sign language course in Hocking County that has 20 participants.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - Brenda Curtiss gave the report.  No handouts were distributed.

· ED Curtiss thanked everyone for his or her participation on the legislative day. More was accomplished yesterday in letting people know whom we are than has been accomplished in years.  Council was encouraged to build on the relationships that were established.  A special thank you was offered to the CIL Directors for their participation. 
· SILC Congress was a profoundly affecting experience for all who attended.  ED Curtiss was elected as Vice Chair of the next SILC Congress.  If SILCs did not understand that they are in trouble, this meeting brought that message was said clearly.  Jennifer Sheehy, Special Assistant at OSERS, was one of the speakers. She answered that IL’s rating of “results not demonstrated” was in large part because RSA has not done enough Part C reviews of CILs.
·  Data that is being asked in the 704 reports is questionable and in the pre-print of the SPIL there are sections that connect SILC and ORSC in ways that do not make sense.  However, Ms. Sheehey emphasized that if there is something in the 704 or in the pre-print of the SPIL that does not make sense, email her and they will do their best to respond.  
· In terms of organization and following standards and procedures, Ohio’s SILC is one of the best in the country.  It appears that in some states SILCs are thought of as advisory organizations rather than the legal, statutory entities with authority that they are.
· SILC Congress will return to New Orleans next year. The visual of 40 or more people in chairs or scooters in the French Quarter sends a powerful message to the rebuilding effort as to why ADAAG and 504 should be followed. 
Chair Cody asked for approval of the November 2006 OSILC meeting minutes.  

CIL Rep Pam Patula questioned the wording of a motion from draft minutes of November 9, 2006 and asked if Council should go into Executive Session to discuss the matter since it is related to a personnel issue. 

MOTION:
To go into Executive Session to discuss the motion directly related to a personnel issue. 



MADE BY:

Pam Patula 



SECOND:

Linda Peters

ROLL CALL VOTE: Tim C. – No, Eileen B. – Yes, Ray J. – No, Wendy H. – Yes, Tim S. – Yes, Pam P. – Yes - Mary Lynn W. – Yes, Linda P. – Yes

ADOPTED:


By Majority 

The executive session began at 11:10 am.

The general session reconvened at 12:05 pm.

A correction to the draft minutes was offered referring to a motion on page 8. 

MOTION:
That the Council review contracts for possible conflicts of interest and that OSILC will pay in full all fees for services performed to this date and time and that the treasurer is directed to take appropriate action.




MADE BY:
Eileen Buban



SECOND:
Mary Lynn Westfall

ADOPTED:
By majority vote with one abstention. The November minutes were approved as corrected.

MOTION:
To approve minutes from the December 13, 2006 OSILC meeting as distributed.



MADE BY:
Pam Patula



SECOND:
Eileen Buban



ADOPTED:
Unanimously

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Nominating Committee Chair Ray Jones thanked the committee for their work in developing the recommendations for the following slate of officers.

· Chair – Mary Eileen Buban
· Vice Chair – Tim Stubbins
· Treasurer – Gene Leber
· Member at Large – Tim Cody
Paper ballots were used for the election of each office. Voting members could vote for the recommended candidate, a floor nomination, or a write in candidate. Ballots were collected and counted by Parliamentarian Joy Myers. 

Mary Eileen Buban was elected unanimously as Chair.

Tim Stubbins was elected unanimously as Vice Chair

Gene Leber was elected unanimously as Treasurer.

Council Member Linda Peters nominated Mary Lynn Westfall from the floor for the office of Member at Large.

 Mary Lynn Westfall was elected as Member at Large with the majority of votes.

The meeting was recessed for lunch at 12:27 pm.

The meeting was reconvened at 1:20 PM.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Biennium Budget process– ED Curtiss gave the report. The most important days for Council will be the first or second days of open hearings.  In the House of Representatives directors of large state agencies such as ODJFS and ORSC make presentations.  In years past OSILC has presented with ORSC.  A general timeline follows:

· House hearings are first. Since Governor Strickland does not have to present his budget until March 15 they will start a little later than usual. Probably in later March.
· May - The Senate typically starts hearings after the House vote but the Senate 
· Senate typically follows the House recommendations.  OSILC may or may not be asked to testify.
· OSILC members will be contacted usually by phone to advise of hearings.  There may not be much notice before hearings begin.
· June – Conference Committee 
· No testimony is taken during conference committee meetings, but advocates can be in the room observing the process.
· The Governor must sign the budget by June 30, 2007.
2. SPIL development

· June 30, 2007 – Deadline for State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) to be submitted to RSA.
· October 1, 2007 – New SPIL goes into effect, which is Federal Fiscal Year 2008 (FFY08) It will remain in effect until September 30, 2010.
· The draft SPIL is basically what RSA wants IL to use, even though it may be revised after public comments in February and March.
· Public input into the development of the SPIL is required. 
· Public hearings must be held and OSILC’s SPIL committee recommended 4 --- in Warren, Athens, Urbana or Lima and Columbus.
· Public hearings need a 30-day notice, so they will be planned for March and early April.  Experience shows that a 2-week notice is more effective so 30-day notice will be posted on the OSILC website, in selected newspapers and with Gongwer.  Through mailing lists in certain areas, post cards will be sent out to individual consumers announcing the hearings. Public Service Announcements (PSAs) could also be made both for radio and TV.
· Another method of input is a survey. One will be posted on the OSILC website.  Post cards will be sent out to tell people to access the survey.  The CILs can distribute the postcards to their consumers.
· The Housing Workgroup will be used as a focus group to discuss priorities in the housing initiatives
· OSILC should not wait until after the public hearings to develop the SPIL.  Draft work should be done using the current SPIL as the start.  Input from the hearings will be used to make any necessary changes in the draft. Members were encouraged to become familiar with the current SPIL, especially Area 1 Goals and Objectives. The SPIL is available in orientation manuals and on the OSILC website. 
· March – draft of SPIL will be developed.
· May
· Post draft public hearing for final input
· ORSC Executive Director John Connelly suggested getting together with his commissioners to discuss the document prior to the SILC vote and the Commission vote.
· Vote on SPIL during the OSILC regularly scheduled meeting.
· Send approved SPIL to ORSC for Commission vote with the signature page signed by the OSILC Chair.
Voting members discussed the need for an additional meeting in February to work on the SPIL. A meeting will be held Tuesday and Wednesday February 20 and 21 at the OSILC office.  The meeting on Tuesday will begin at 4:00 pm and the Wednesday meeting will be 10:00 am– 3:00 pm and would not include liaison reports.  

NEW BUSINESS

Council Member Ray Jones asked OSILC to make a donation to SOLIDARITY.  Sponsorship dollars were not as forthcoming this year and additional funding is needed. 

MOTION:
That OSILC make a contribution of $2,000.00 to SOLIDARITY for the conference May 30-June 1, 2007.



MADE BY:
Pam Patula



SECOND:
Eileen Buban

MOTION TO AMEND: “to be used for reasonable accommodations”



MADE BY:
Gene Leber



SECOND:
Tim Stubbins



ADOPTED:
By majority vote with one abstention

REVISED MOTION: That OSILC make a contribution of $2,000 to SOLIDARITY for the conference May 30-June 1, 2007 for reasonable accommodations



ADOPTED:  By majority vote with one abstention

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS BY NEW CHAIR This agenda item will be discussed at the February meeting.

NCIL This agenda item will be discussed later because the Governor has not made the appointments of new OSILC members.  If members are interested in attending they should write to the Chair.

LIAISON REPORTS

OHIO REHABILITATION SERVICES COMMISSION _ Ron Miller gave the report.  Handouts were distributed and available in accessible formats.

· Liaison Miller attended SILC Congress.  After taking a tour of the parishes affected by Hurricane Katrina he felt he needed counseling because the experience was so traumatizing.  Recovery will be slow and it is important that a plan be put into place for evacuation and emergency preparedness that includes people with disabilities.  In future disasters waiting for state or federal response is not the answer to immediate rescue.  CILs and SILCs need to work with other agencies and first responders to develop effective plans so that the chaos of the Katrina experience never happens again.
· There is about $31,000 in carryover showing at this time.  A more accurate accounting will be available by the end of February.  ED Curtiss asked if that carryover amount included money that Marietta said it returned to the AG’s office and if there was any further news about that situation.  The response was that the carryover amount does not include any payments made or are pending.  In addition, the $31K does not include money returned from OSILC.  ORSC’s fiscal department will continue to monitor those situations.
· Council Member Stubbins asked for an explanation of how carryover funds and money that is owed to OSILC comes back into the budget. 
· It is handled by making amendments to subsequent grant agreements once ORSC closes the books for the fiscal year.  
· In 2003 an agreement was made between OSILC and ORSC that in 2006 the carryover amount would be directed toward the general support and not back to individual CILs.  
· A plan has not been formalized between ORSC and OSILC since then. Liaison Miller suggests that language addressing that issue be included in the new SPIL.  
· ED Curtiss added that carryover money does show up in the detailed budget so members should be advised that as talks with legislators continue it is important to understand that the carryover amounts can look like money that has not been used. 
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION - No representative present.  No advance report received.

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - No representative present.  Handouts were available in accessible format and distributed. The Young Adults Advisory Committee will meet in the next few weeks in Dayton, Marietta and Cleveland.  Medicaid Managed Care and the Medicaid Buy-In proposal will be major topics of those meetings.

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES - Laurie Damon gave the report.  Handouts were distributed and available in accessible formats.

· Helen Jones-Kelley has assumed her new position as Director of ODJFS.  Cristal Thomas has been named the State Director of Medicaid and will start in mid-February.
· Ohio will receive $100 million over five years in the Money Follow the Person Pilot Project to help approximately 2,200 seniors and people with disabilities relocate to home and community-based settings.  In designing the proposal, ODJFS will have assistance from other state organizations and advocacy groups to develop effective plans.  There will be as website that can be accessed to track the progress of the work of the advisory workgroups.
· The ConnectMeOhio Housing Registry website should be up and running by late April.
· The Access Success Project continues to assist nursing home residents move to community settings.  151 people have relocated as of mid-January.
· The majority of ODJFS offices will move from the State Office Tower to the former Lazarus building at Town and High within the next month.  Medicaid is also moving into that building soon.  General office numbers for ODJFS will remain the same, however, individual numbers will be changing. 
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF AGING - Carol Shkolnik gave the report.  Handouts will be distributed at a later date and will be available in accessible formats.

· Barbara Riley is the new Director at the Department of Aging and will begin her tenure on February 1sst.  The current Chief of Staff, Jason Smith, will leave ODA at the end of February.
· The Joined Hearts of Giving event will take place on February 14 at the Governor’s Mansion and will honor senior married couples who volunteer together.
· The Arnold Schwarzenegger Fitness Classic will be in Columbus March 2-4 and will include an Active Aging Festival this year.  There will be presentations on maintaining an active lifestyle and anti-aging and wellness resources.
· ODA received an award from the Administration on Aging for Evidence Based Disease Prevention.  The grant is being implemented in six areas of the state by Area Agencies on Aging and will cover areas such as physical activity, falls prevention and chronic disease management. 
· ODA will work with the Money Follows the Person workgroup as they develop a plan for the $100 million grant.  ODA personnel will work primarily with housing, transportation and workforce issues, and PASSPORT is working on the consumer issues.
· Because of budget delays in Washington, initiatives like the Lifespan Respite Program will no doubt have a delay in getting started.
OHIO DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL - No representative present.  No advance report received. 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL RETARDATION AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES - No representative present.  No advance report received.

CLIENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM OF OHIO LEGAL RIGHTS SERVICE - Art Schlesinger gave the report.  No handouts were distributed.

· Michael Kirkman is the new Executive Director for OLRS effective February 1.  He was the legal director at the agency before becoming its Executive Director. 
· OLRS administers several grants that are aimed at protecting the rights of and advocating on behalf of people with disabilities.  The Client Assistance Program Grant (CAP) was created under the Rehabilitation Act to assist applicants or recipients of services under Title I and Title VII.  Listed below are some statistics for FFY06 related to CAP.
· 260 people were served.  The method of counting has changed in that if the same person contacts the agency for assistance more than once during the year, they are only counted once.  Mental illness is the primary condition that brings clients to CAP.  For this year, “all other disabilities” is the second largest group of those seeking help, followed by individuals with orthopedic issues.
· Clients of the vocational rehabilitation programs make up the largest group of individuals served by CAP.  The second largest group is applicants of vocational rehab programs.  CILs produced no clients for CAP in FFY06 and 3 clients from other programs were served.  Clearly the largest group served are people who are referred to or working with vocational rehabilitation agencies.
· The primary area of conflict for clients of CAP was about the type of services they would be provided.  For example, some clients made requests for additional information.  Others were seeking assistance with communication issues between themselves and their counselors, while others sought assistance for application and eligibility issues.
· Liaison Schlesinger then read Council a portion of the narrative that was written under the classification of Systemic Advocacy.  One of the primary issues involves services to consumers who are attending college.  A rule was implemented by ORSC which imposes a financial needs test and requires a family contribution from most consumers.  Individual appeals on the issue have not met with success for consumers.  Using non-CAP funds, OLRS has challenged this rule.  This legal action has the potential to provide great benefit to consumers of VR.  Several other portions of that narrative included standards for federal employment and the proposed amendment to its state regulation regarding the VR appeals process.  OLRS offered comments to this rule asking that the amendment not be incorporated into the final rule changes.  VR has chosen to implement the amendment as written despite the objection of CAP.  Examples of cases that were undertaken by CAP were then reviewed. 
· What does going to a formal hearing rather than an informal one mean for the average consumer? Would it involve the consumer having to hire an attorney? The answer was that it would put the hearing before an informal hearing officer faster, so consumers may see resolutions in a timelier manner.  On the other hand, it might require that consumers obtain legal counsel much more quickly. 
ASSOCIATION OF PROGRAMS FOR RURAL INDEPENDENT LIVING – Kathy Hatch gave the report.  Handouts were distributed and available in accessible formats.

· OSILC was thanked for their ongoing support of APRIL.  The 2006 APRIL Conference took place in San Antonio, Texas and was quite successful with over 350 participants.  
· APRIL’s first capital campaign was kicked off at the conference, bringing in $5,000 in contributions.
· A video of the conference was produced during the conference. Attendees were interviewed and the 20-minute video entitled “APRIL, It’s All About Rural, It’s All About YOU” was shown on the final day of the conference.  
· The 2008 conference will take place in October in Missoula, Montana.
· The Transportation Voucher Project was completed in September and some of the sites around the country are attempting to continue the program on their own.  That’s very positive. There are replication toolkits available free of charge.
· The CIL-to-CIL Peer mentoring project completed 15 sites in 2006.  Nearly 20 applications have been received for 2007.  Sites for this year will be chosen in early February.  
· There is an ongoing project in Oregon involving support and peer mentoring services to the SILC and all of the CILs.  Director Linda Gonzales and Liaison Hatch visited all the CILs to begin assessments and from there reporting and strategic planning support will be given.  Mentors will then come in to provide support and/or training for specific needs.
· The Kellogg Foundation has a program called Rural People; Rural Policy and APRIL reps have met with Kellogg to create a network of rural communities across the country.  APRIL represents the first voice from the disability community.
· Executive Director Linda Gonzales will retire in July 2007.  The APRIL office site in Kent, Ohio will move elsewhere and a transition team is in place to find a new director and a new office site.
ADA-OHIO – No representative present.  No advance report received.

OHIO OLMSTEAD TASK FORCE – Mary Butler gave the report.  No handouts were distributed.

· Accomplishments of OOTF have been reviewed from last year and goals and objectives for the coming year are being formulated.  The 2007 objectives will be finalized at the next OOTF meeting set for Wednesday, February 7.
· OOTF was well represented at the MFP Kickoff meeting.  There are about eight different committees that have been formed for the MFP grant overall committee and more consumer input. ODJFS was so successful in receiving the grant because there was a great deal of consumer participation and input that was included into their application.  Of the 17 states that received funding, Ohio had the 3rd highest grant award amount.
OHIO DD COUNCIL (SILC LIAISON) – No report given. No handouts were distributed. 

GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL (SILC LIAISON) – No report given. No handouts were distributed.

WESTERN RESERVE INDEPENDENT LIVING CENTER Director Pam Davies gave the report. No handouts were distributed.

WRILC is working on emergency preparedness with data cards being produced that will track consumers with disabilities.  In addition, materials are being gathered that will educate the community about who to contact for help.  It is a collaborative effort by the Red Cross, 911, ambulance service organizations, department of elderly affairs, and the local Emergency Medical Assistance office.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

· Council Member Jones announced that a dinner for OLRS outgoing Director Carolyn Knight on Wednesday, February 28 at 6p.m.  The cost will be $35.00 per person and Sue Willis at 614-263-8076 can be contacted to make your reservations.  
· ED Curtiss announced that Council has two more opportunities to educate legislators about how important people with disabilities are with their votes.  DD Council and the ARC of Ohio are sponsoring legislative days on March 27 and 28, 2007.  If Council members want to attend, OSILC will underwrite the cost of that participation.  The SOLIDARITY Conference is May 30-June 1 and a portion of the conference will include a time set aside to visit legislators.
MOTION:
To adjourn the annual meeting of OSILC.



MADE BY:
Gene Leber



SECOND:
Eileen Buban



ADOPTED:
Unanimously

The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 pm.

Submitted by,

Kay L. Grier

Office Manager


