OSILC BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

THURSDAY, MAY 17, 2007

OSILC OFFICE

670 MORRISON RD. SUITE 200

GAHANNA, OH 43230

614-892-0390

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT

VOTING MEMBERS ABSENT

Susan Bader 




Wendy Halley






Eileen Buban




Linda Peters

Tim Cody

Eugene Leber

Tim Stubbins (via phone)




Mary Lynn Westfall





Pam Patula





LIAISON MEMBERS PRESENT

OSILC STAFF PRESENT

Ron Miller, BSVI/RSC


Brenda Curtiss, Executive Dir.

Stephen Moore, Asst Dir. / BSVI

Mary Butler, Systems Change Coord.

Lucille Walls, GCPD



Kay Grier, Office Manager

Laurie Damon, ODJFS


Melissa Anthony, Office Clerk

Art Schlesinger, OLRS/CAP

CIL DIRECTORS PRESENT

OTHERS PRESENT

Melanie Hogan, LEAP


Scott Angel, WRILC

Pam Davies, WRILC



Micah Westfall, w/Ms. Westfall







Bud, driver for Ms. Walls







Joy Myers, Parliamentarian







Mike Corbett, Potential OSILC member







Bob Butler, w/Mrs. Butler

Chair Eileen Buban called the meeting to order at 10:12 am.  Attendees introduced themselves and told what city and/or organization they represent.

Approval of minutes for the March, 2007 meeting was requested by Chair Buban.

MOTION:
To approve minutes from the March 15, 2007 OSILC meeting 



MADE BY:
Susan Bader



SECOND:
Tim Cody



ADOPTED:
Unanimously

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS

CHAIR – Chair Buban gave the report.  Committee Assignments and EFS #6 handouts were distributed.  

· Everyone was thanked for their hard work and valuable participation on the development of the SPIL. 

· ED Curtiss and Chair Buban attended the Emergency Services Function (EFS) #6-Mass Care, a statewide emergency planning committee under a directive from Federal Homeland Security.  The primary function of ESF #6 is to develop a plan for evacuation and sheltering during a disaster.  It is important that people with disabilities be represented in these meetings as evacuation and recovery needs are essential.  A number of other organizations are represented on the task force with the lead organization being the Ohio Community Service Council. If anyone has suggestions for or questions about the committee, email them to bcurtiss@ohiosilc.org.

· Participated in the Ohio Psychological Association (OPA) Legislative Day. Met Governor Strickland and mentioned OSILC during that brief meeting.

· Participated in the OPA Psychologist Trauma Response training.  Chair Buban now has certification through the American Red Cross as a trauma response specialist. 

·  Attended the RSC Partners Meeting on May 7th and a portion of the RSC Commissioners’ meeting on May 15th.  She met with Liaison Miller and RSC Asst. Dir. BSVI Stephen Moore after the meeting on the 15th to discuss the SPIL and concerns about the uses of Title I funding.

· There was an Executive Committee meeting on May 11 to discuss three topics

· Recommendations of who would be sent to the NCIL Conference in July.  The recommended participants include; Chair Buban, Vice Chair Stubbins, Council Member Susan Bader, LEAP Executive Director Melanie Hogan, and LEAP Director of Public Policy Deborah Nebel.  There was a request from a prospective Council member however action could not be taken on that request since the appointments have not yet been made from the Governor’s Office of Boards and Commissions.

· OSILC received a request for $1,000 from the Center for Independent Living Options (CILO) in Cincinnati to underwrite some costs of a legislative event.  The Executive Committee requested an itemized budget from CILO before approving the full amount.  As of this date, that itemized budget has not been received.  Members were encouraged to request itemized budgets if other requests for funding are received.

· Committee assignments 

SPIL I – MONITORING OF SPIL/DEVELOPMENT OF NEXT SPIL

Wendy Halley, Chair

Pam Patula

Tim Stubbins

Ron Miller

SPIL II – Legislative/Advocacy
BY-LAWS

Susan Bader, Chair


Tim Stubbins, Chair





Linda Peters 



Pam Patula

Mary Lynn Westfall


Joy Myers

Tim Cody



Mary Lynn Westfall

Eugene Leber



Tim Cody

Mary Butler



William O’Malley

Sue Hetrick

FINANCE



MEMBERSHIP

Gene Leber, Chair


Gene Leber, Chair

Tim Stubbins



Joy Myers

Susan Bader

SPECIAL COMMITTEE – SILC MEETING MINUTES

Eileen Buban, Chair

Pam Patula

Wendy Halley

· The National Council of Independent Living (NCIL) is accepting nominations for regional board membership.  If members are interested, contact ED Curtiss for details

· Condolences were extended to Council Member Susan Bader on the passing of her son.  Chair Buban attended the funeral ceremony.

VICE CHAIR – Tim Stubbins gave the report.

· Attended the SPIL Public Hearing in Athens on April 5th.  Council member Wendy Halley and CIL Rep Pam Patula also attended.  OSILC staff was commended for their work making the arrangements and preparing for the public hearings.  While no one attending the hearing, Mary Butler did bring input from a consumer in Scioto County requesting the need for a CIL in the area.

TREASURER – Gene Leber gave the report.  Financial statements for the period ending April 30, 2007 and a memo about carryover dollars were distributed to voting members and CIL directors.

· There were no extraordinary expenses for this period.  Carryover dollars are under discussion with RSC.  A decision about its use will be made once the carryover amount is verified by RSC 

· The current financial statements are getting closer to the format that Treasurer Leber wants for clear concise understanding by council members.

CIL REPRESENTATIVE – Pam Patula gave the report.  A CIL activities handout for March and April was distributed.

SOUTHEASTERN OHIO CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING – Lancaster

· The developer who was considering a 96 unit accessible housing development has decided not to pursue that development because the necessary support from local officials to receive the credit points that OHFA offers has not been forthcoming.  

· Work continues with the local access TV show Healthy Living for Kids.  SOCIL provides input as to how to increase access and opportunities for children with disabilities.

· 11 athletes will participate in the Ohio Wheelchair Games, which occurs today, tomorrow and Saturday.  SOCIL staff will volunteer at those games.

ABILITY CENTER OF GREATER TOLEDO – Toledo 

· ACT continues plans for Camp Cricket, the inclusive camp for kids aged 5-13, which will take place June 18 – August 3.  High School aged youth will be supported in the inclusive local YMCA residential camp.

· Working collaboratively with the local MR/DD program to present IL Opportunity Weeks during the summer.

· Continues work on installing ramps at homes of consumers.

All the CILs have received the information from RSA regarding their budgets for 2008.  Responses should have been received at RSA by yesterday, May 16th.

MEMBER AT LARGE – Mary Lynn Westfall gave the report.  No handouts were distributed.

· Ms. Westfall expressed her excitement with Council for all the actual work and enthusiasm that is occurring these days.  Council has become much more proactive.

· ED Curtiss and Ms. Westfall had two meetings with an interested organization (CRSI) in the Urbana area about the possibility of a CIL in the western quadrant of the state.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – Brenda Curtiss gave the report.

· Thanked everyone for their kind words and consideration since the injuries that have had ED Curtiss working from home.  

· Thanks to Member at Large Westfall for her proactive work toward bringing services to the unserved area that she represents.  Two meetings have taken place with Mr. Than Johnson with hopes of eventually getting much-needed services to that unserved portion of the state.

· There has been much work done on testimony, budget development and the SPIL.  After the first budget that came out of the House and voted on by the finance committee, $50,000 was taken out of the IL line item.  Both the majority Republican and minority Democratic leadership agreed that it was a mistake.  ED Curtiss has spoken with Senator Carey and he has agreed to help and that OSILC should not worry about it being restored.  When the IL match line in the budget was collapsed into the non-match line item, it appeared that IL was getting an increase and in the attempt to find more money within the budget, legislators cut that $50K.  Members were urged to contact any legislators, especially members of the Senate finance committee, to let them know that line item 415-402 needs to have the $50,000 restored to it. Contact information for members of the Senate finance committee will be distributed before the meeting is concluded today.

· Attended the Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio (COHHIO) conference.  The speakers were the heads of Ohio government; Gov. Strickland, Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher, Sec. of State Jennifer Brunner, Auditor of State, Rich Cordray and a representative for Attorney General Marc Dann.  This shows a real commitment to long-term care with a major component of that being affordable, accessible housing.  The presentations were excellent and ED Curtiss was able to speak with Les Warner again.  Housing workgroup members testified before him a few months ago during the public hearing for the Consolidated Plan.  The impact of direct advocacy, letters from consumers, to Mr. Warner and to Lt. Gov. Fisher who also heads up the Department of Development, are having the kind of effect that the housing workgroup advocates hoped they would.   Efforts like letter-writing campaigns help to raise awareness of issues.

· Liaison Miller was thanked for the accommodation of coming to ED Curtiss’ home to work on development of the SPIL.   Stephen Moore and Mike Hanes from RSC were also thanked for allowing ED Curtiss to speak to RSC area managers.  This is the first time OSILC has ever been given the opportunity to participate with other agencies within the vocational rehabilitation system and educate them about IL.  It also provided a good learning situation for OSILC to learn more about other voc rehab agencies.  

· ED Curtiss was invited to a RSC budget meeting.  It was a rare chance to talk about the OSILC budget and how it differs from others within RSC, where OSILC fits in and what OSILC does.  ED Curtiss learned a lot about how RSC’s process works.  

· RSC was given an increase in the House budget of $1 million per year.  That is less than half of what RSC needs to reach the critical ‘maintenance of effort’ plateau necessary to maintain funding and to maximize the match of Federal dollars.  It is important to let the State know that all our programs help people with disabilities.  RSC Senate testimony is rescheduled for 1:30 tomorrow, May 18th.  Members were urged to attend as a show of support because in the Senate hearings there will not be open testimony.  Public testimony that affects OSILC line items is scheduled for May 31st and ED Curtiss will be testifying.

· NCIL is raffling off a 2007 Red Corvette as a fundraiser for the organization and tickets costs $50 each.  The winner will need pick the car up in Washington DC and pay any taxes.  Several members have already bought tickets.  ED Curtiss is on the NCIL planning committee and informed the group that only 4000 tickets will be sold.  The drawing takes place on Thursday, July 12th during the 2007 NCIL conference. 

· Citizens can access Governor Strickland’s web page and send a message up to 5,000 characters.  If you check that you want a response, one will be sent to you.  The average Ohioan has never had this kind of access to the Governor.  ED Curtiss sent a message and received a letter of reply within a few days, which included the contact information for her legislators. 

SPIL UPDATE from Committee Meeting Day 

Chair Buban thanked members again for their work on the SPIL Development.  Yesterday’s meeting was devoted to finishing work on the document.  In addition, some members met this morning before the business meeting to complete the review.  Copies of the document were printed for members to review so that an informed vote could take place later in today’s meeting.

LIAISON REPORTS

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES – Laurie Damon gave the report. Handouts were distributed and available in accessible formats.

· The Money Follows the Person initiative is proceeding.  There are 6 workgroups that include; Consumer Outreach, Identification, Housing, Workforce Development, Operational Processes, Services and Self-direction and Rebalancing.   The website address is http://connectmeohio.org/housing/.  At that website interested parties can get an overview of what each committee is doing and minutes from those workgroups may also be accessed there.

· The Connect Me Ohio housing locator portion of the website went live at 2 recent conferences.  While the website is still under development, it should be completed and available for everyone to access before the summer is over.

· The Ohio Access Success Project continues to assist residents out of nursing homes and into community settings.  A total of 165 residents have been relocated so far.  The project fits into the MFP project.  Some changes have been made to the program as ODJFS works with CILs and Area Agencies on Aging for better facilitation of the initiative.

· The Ohio Home Care Program continues to work with two subcommittees of the BFCS Consumer Direction Workgroup.  The subcommittees are the Consumer Training Subcommittee chaired by Alan Cochrun and the Health Maintenance Subcommittee, chaired by Maria Matzik.  The ultimate goal is a consumer directed care waiver.

· Nearly all the ODJFS offices have now moved into the Lazarus building.  There are separate billing and mailing addresses as follows:

Billing address:



Mailing address:

50 W. Town Street, Suite 400

Bureau/Program Name

Columbus, OH 43215


PO Box 127209








Columbus, OH 43218-2709

GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES – Director Lucille Walls gave the report. Handouts were distributed and available in accessible formats.

· Applications are being accepted until 5:00 pm on Friday, May 25th, for several initiatives.  They are, the Maureen Fitzgerald Leadership Award, the Employer of the Year, and the Public/Non-Profit Best Practices Award.  Applications can be faxed, mailed or sent electronically and can be printed from the GCPD website at www.gcpd.ohio.gov.

· The Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) takes place July 9 – 12.  The Mentor Luncheon is Thursday, July 12th and GCPD is still looking for professional people with disabilities who could attend the lunch and spend time with the youth.  Donations of snacks or items for goodie bags are still being accepted by contacting Charlotte White at 614-438-1544.  SOCIL will be participating with a Wheelchair Basketball program for the youth during one evening of the forum.  Members are encouraged to attend the mentor lunch at the Hyatt on Capitol Square.  OSILC has made a $1500 contribution to the Forum and members want to play a larger part in the IL portions of the program.  Liaison Walls suggests that she and ED Curtiss meet with the YLF Program Coordinator, James Clinksdale, to discuss that possibility in more detail.

· On June 6 and 7, the Governor’s Council will hold its monthly meeting.  On Wednesday June 6, Bill Hills will present information about how to work with JCARR and monitor rules related to waivers and other issues.  On the 7th, a panel discussion will be presented on State Examinations and Reasonable Accommodations specifically geared toward youth with disabilities.

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF MR/DD - Ron Miller gave a report.  There were no handouts.

Liaison Joyce Clemons was unavailable, but sent a message to OSILC.  Condolences were offered as Liaison Clemons has lost four family members including her husband since last fall.  She is on administrative leave, so OSILC’s new liaison will be Michael Rench.  OSILC wishes Joyce Clemons well.

Lunch was available for a contribution of $3.00 per person.  Chair Buban recessed the meeting at 11:40 for lunch.  Council members read through the SPIL during the lunch recess.

Chair Buban reconvened the meeting at 1:05 pm.

Chair Buban directed the assembly through another review of the SPIL. The completed final draft of the SPIL will be available on the OSILC website after it is approved and sent to RSC.  A few of the discussion points are shown below:

· CILs should be guided by the SPIL and work toward accomplishing goals set forth in the State Plan.  However, all stated goals and objectives might not be executed.

· OSILC will hold a public hearing each year to solicit input and report on progress of SPIL objectives and goals.

· Council Member Leber feels that a different approach to goal accomplishment could be considered.  For example, instead of listing a lot of goals for all the CILs ask CILs to voluntarily work on certain objectives, such as hosting a legislative forum.  His contention is that it would decrease the number of stated objectives and goals, but might insure successful completion of more of them.

· ED Curtiss offered that when the SPIL is approved and sent to RSA, OSILC organize a retreat as an outreach effort toward CILs to set up dialogue toward accomplishment of specific objectives, goals and activities within the SPIL.  It could be set up much like an orientation program.

· Chair Buban emphasized that RSA is moving more toward an outcome-based model and it may be necessary for SILCs to incorporate the various goals and educate CILs on how to best demonstrate what they are doing.  Measurable outcomes may be more realistic by incorporating programs like the Quills or other self-evaluation models. 

· Melanie Hogan, ED of LEAP, commented that the goals in the SPIL are not unreasonable and that most CILs do accomplish them, but it would be beneficial to be part of a retreat to share with other CILs how some of those goals are accomplished.  

· Pam Davies, Director of WRILC, the developing CIL commented that the SPIL is the “bible” by which they determine what the program at Western Reserve should be doing, so would not want to see objectives, goals or activities taken out of the SPIL.

· It was decided that a page of acronyms would be added at the end of the Plan.

Chair Buban allowed remaining liaisons to give their reports at this point in the meeting.

LIAISON REPORTS CONTINUED

OHIO REHABILITATION SERVICES COMMISSION – Ron Miller gave the report.  There were no additional handouts.

· RSC continues to work on behalf of SILC for the restoration of the $50,000 that was eliminated from the State budget.  

· RSC received notice of the actual grant amount for 2007 and it is about $20,000 less than what was budgeted, so it was agreed that the shortfall would come from the carryover amount.  So the overall carryover total would be reduced by that approximate $20,000 amount.

· Agency testimony for RSC will occur tomorrow, May 18th at 1:30 pm and public testimony is scheduled for Thursday, May 31st.  RSC would appreciate OSILC members attending as a show of support.

CIL Rep Patula wanted the group to know that SOCIL did not do anything wrong that resulted in the $27.66 over billing that shows on the RSC memo regarding carryover amounts. 

CLIENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM OF THE OHIO LEGAL RIGHTS SERVICE - Art Schlesinger gave the report.  There were no handouts distributed.

· The website continues to be updated and everyone was thanked for their comments regarding the redesign.

· The DD Council Quarterly Report and the OLRS Newsletter have been issued and are both available on the OLRS website.  In addition, the 2006 OLRS Annual Report is available on the website. 

· OLRS Executive Director Michael Kirkman gave testimony to the House and is scheduled to give Senate testimony on May 22.  OLRS is requesting letters of support from organizations to drop amendments that were added to the budget bill.  Those amendments affect the OLRS access to records and will significantly impede their ability to help clients and to perform the types of investigations needed to protect the rights of people with disabilities.  Liaison Schlesinger hopes that OSILC will write a support letter to have those amendments dropped.  Those letters should be sent no later than May 22nd.

Mary Butler explained that OOTF and DD Council have already sent letters opposing the amendments and requesting they be pulled from the budget bill.  This issue has already gone through the court system and OLRS won the decision.  The addition of these amendments at the last minute seem to be an attempt to tie the hands of OLRS and stifle their ability to protect the rights of people with disabilities, particularly those in institutional settings.  These amendments are clearly not budget items and should not be a part of the bill.  

Note:   Written reports were received from the Ohio Department of Aging and the Ohio Department of Transportation.  Copies of those reports are available upon request and can be transmitted in accessible formats.  Mary Butler was present, but did not give an oral report for OOTF. A handout was distributed and available in accessible formats. 

Chair Buban returned to the final review of the SPIL.  The group continued their detailed, thorough scrutiny of the plan.  A number of changes regarding grammar, punctuation, formatting and checking figures were completed.

Upon completion of the review Chair Buban asked for a motion.

MOTION:
To adopt the Ohio 2008-2010 State Plan for Independent Living with formatting and editing for grammar and punctuation to be done by the OSILC staff. The Executive Committee, if necessary, will approve substantive changes.


MADE BY:

Pam Patula


SECOND:

Eugene Leber

VOICE VOTE:
Eileen Buban – yes, Susan Bader – yes, Mary Lynn Westfall – yes, Timothy Stubbins – yes, Pam Patula – yes, Eugene Leber – yes


ADOPTED:

Unanimously

OLD BUSINESS

BUDGET – Discussed previously in meeting.

SOLIDARITY – Members were encouraged to attend, but reminded that registration is necessary and to let OSILC office know so that the registration fees could be paid.  The conference is May 30-June 1, 2007 at the Hyatt Convention Center in Columbus.  Several presentations in honor of Council Member Ray Jones will be made at the opening dinner on May 30th.

NCIL – Discussed during the report from the Chair.

RSC BUDGET TESTIMONY AND EMAIL – Discussed previously. ED Curtiss, Kay Grier and Liaison Schlesinger plan to attend the rescheduled testimony on May 18th.

COLUMBUS CITY COUNCIL MEMORIAL TO RAY JONES – Ray’s family will receive a resolution from City Council on Monday, May 21st at 5:00 pm near the beginning of the weekly City Council meeting.  Members were invited to attend.

SILC APPLICATIONS – Two applications have been received for appointment to OSILC.  If anyone knows of other potential applicants, encourage them to submit applications as soon as possible.  Application packets are available in hard copy by contacting the OSILC office, or online at www.ohiosilc.org.  Council should vote on candidates in July.  The Boards and Commissions office has not confirmed appointments for applicants whose paperwork was submitted again after the new administration started.  The membership committee will develop a letter than can be sent to organizations to solicit more candidates.

Jennifer Smith and Nathan Turner’s resumes were distributed to voting members for review.  

MOTION:
To accept the application of Jennifer Smith as a new OSILC member and to submit her application to the Governor’s Office of Boards and Commissions for appointment to the Council.



MADE BY:

Eugene Leber



SECOND:

Pam Patula



ADOPTED:

 with one abstention

MOTION:
To accept the application of Nathan Turner as a new OSILC member and to submit his application to the Governor’s Office of Boards and Commissions for appointment to the Council.



MADE BY:

Eugene Leber



SECOND:

Mary Lynn Westfall



ADOPTED:

Unanimously

NEW BUSINESS

EFS #6 – Chair Buban tabled this discussion until the next OSILC meeting.

URBANA – Mr. Than Johnson works with the MR/DD community that serves more than 15 counties in the NW area of Ohio.  Mr. Johnson’s organization would like to expand their services to include cross disabilities and IL.  Council Member at Large Westfall and ED Curtiss have held several conversations with Mr. Johnson and are scheduled to meet again near the end of June.  Chair Buban recommends that the issue be referred to the Finance Committee and called for a motion.

MOTION:
 The Urbana area that is thinking of starting a CIL, the information be referred to the Finance Committee for research of possible funding through a technical assistance grant and that the Finance Committee report back to Council at the next meeting.



MADE BY:
Mary Lynn Westfall



SECOND:
Pam Patula



ADOPTED:
Unanimously

Vice Chair Stubbins thought that the group in Urbana initiated the discussion and it was his understanding that there were private funds available.  What has changed?   ED Curtiss responded that during the first conversation with Mr. Johnson, he indicated that funds could probably be contributed from private sources, however, like most good businessmen, wants to explore the possibility of leveraging additional funding.

SPONSORSHIP OF CILO LEGISLATIVE EVENT 

ED Curtiss has emailed the CILO representative to request an itemized request for the event.  

Chair Buban asked for the adoption of the Executive Committee recommendation that OSILC fund the Center for Independent Living Option (CILO) legislative event specifically for $800 for room rental with an itemized invoice to follow before the additional $200 be approved.  In addition, OSILC would want some visibility for that contribution.  

The recommendation was adopted unanimously.

Chair Buban asked for a motion regarding the earlier request from Liaison Schlesinger for a support letter.

MOTION:
To provide a letter of support to Ohio Legal Rights Service opposing the amendments that were inserted into the House budget bill (HB119) that will limit their access to records, and that the letter be provided prior to May 22.



MADE BY:
Susan Bader



SECOND:
Tim Stubbins



ADOPTED:
Unanimously 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm                      

Recorded by,

Kay L. Grier

