OSILC BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

THURSDAY, November 15, 2007

OSILC OFFICE

670 MORRISON RD. SUITE 200

GAHANNA, OH 43230

614-892-0390

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT

VOTING MEMBERS ABSENT

Susan Bader 




Mike Corbett





Eileen Buban




Nathan Turner

Tim Cody (10:20 a.m.)

Wendy Halley

Vance Holt

Gene Leber

Jennifer Smith



LIAISON MEMBERS PRESENT

OSILC STAFF PRESENT

Carol Shkolnik, ODA



Brenda Curtiss, Executive Dir.

Stephen Moore, Asst Dir. /BSVI

Mary Butler, Systems Change Coord. (12:00 noon)

Laurie Damon, ODJFS (12:40 p.m.)

Kay Grier, Office Manager

Art Schlesinger, OLRS/CAP
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Linda Peters, Former Board Member






Wil O’Malley, Attorney






Joy Myers, Parliamentarian







Sue Hetrick, ODVC  12:02







Bud, w/Mrs. Walls







Nancy Coffey, w/Ms. Peters


Bob Butler, w/Mrs. Butler

Chair Eileen Buban called the meeting to order at 10:12 am.  Attendees introduced themselves and told what city and/or organization they represent.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Chair Buban called for approval of the agenda.  Several members had changes.  Treasurer and Finance Chair Leber asked that a discussion of Budget Issues be added to the Executive Session.    Chair Buban asked that the Budget discussion listed under Unfinished Business be eliminated because it would be covered under the Treasurer’s Report.  Approved by the voting members without objection.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chair Buban noted several discrepancies from the August 23rd meeting that dealt with the changes to the SPIL.  The changes were differences from what was read into the minutes in August vs. what the final SPIL says. They are not corrections to the minutes; merely observations. The minutes were correct as written with on exception:  The differences were:

· Pg 2 Objective 1, minutes say “inform”, SPIL says “educate”.

· Pg 3 OSILC Financial Plan, “of non-match GRF” not showing on minutes, but in SPIL.  ( The final SPIL removed even that notation –bjc)

The correction to the minutes was: Pg 2 Objective 2, add / between “cost benefit analysis”

MOTION:
To accept the minutes for July and August with the correction noted and the differences in the August minutes that would not require changes.



MADE BY:
Gene Leber



SECOND:
Wendy Halley



ADOPTED:
Unanimously

Chair Buban asked for a motion to go into Executive Session.

MOTION:
To go into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters and budget issues.



MADE BY:
Susan Bader



SECOND:
Gene Leber


ROLL CALL VOTE:
E. Buban – yes, S. Bader – yes, E. Leber – yes, J. Smith – yes, W. Halley – yes, V. Holt


ADOPTED:
Unanimously

Chair Buban asked that OSILC Staff, Joy Myers, and Wil O’Malley stay for a part of the Executive Session.

The Executive Session began at 10:20 am.

The Executive Session ended at 11:25 am. Chair Buban called for a motion.

MOTION:
To reconvene into open session at 11.25 am.



MADE BY:
Gene Leber



SECOND:
Wendy Halley



ADOPTED:
Unanimously

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS

CHAIR – Eileen Buban gave the report.  Several handouts were distributed

· Chair Buban thanked ED Curtiss, RSC Liaison Steve Moore, and Attorney Wil O’Malley for their hard work with RSA to complete the SPIL.  It was October before the final State Plan for Independent Living was approved by the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA).  Final copies of the 2008-2010 SPIL were distributed to voting members.  Additional copies are available upon request from the OSILC office.  The final SPIL will also be available for viewing at www.ohiosilc.org, click on the Documents link, then scroll down and click on State Plan for Independent Living. 

· Chair Buban attended a national rollout sponsored by the Department of Health and Human Services, called Connecting You to Better Health.  HHS announced that they are proceeding with developing a National Health Data Base which would have medical records available electronically online.  The plan is due to rollout by next year with small practices (five physicians or less) being targeted and offered grants that would provide equipment for those practices to get online.  This is a good thing for people with disabilities because close monitoring of medication dosage, for example, can occur.  It should encourage more active participation between patient and doctor.

· Ed Curtiss and Chair Buban met with a representative from Governor Strickland’s office regarding who we are and our need for appointments to Council.  As a result, OSILC has received confirmation for four (4) new council members.  They are: 

Vance Holt from Cleveland Heights

Jennifer Smith, Student at OSU

Nathan Turner, Student at Wright State

Mike Corbett, Executive Director of Delaware Creative Housing

The terms of Council members Wendy Halley and Tim Cody expire this year, both have agreed to stay on Council until their replacements have been named.  Members are encouraged to review the requirements for board membership and to refer additional candidates for appointment.  

· Reminders to council members

· If we know we are going to be late for meetings, please contact other attendees.  It is important to be considerate of the time of fellow members

· Members are reminded to turn in reimbursement forms within 30 days. 

· Ideas about committee meetings and how they should be conducted during 2008 include:  have SPIL I & II meetings on day one, and schedule other committees on the off month;  have SPIL I & II meet for a designated time during the first day, then other committees meet the remainder of the time.

· A number of projects will be undertaken by Council in 2008 including:

· A review of the by-laws and procedures.

· Establishment of a sub-committee to develop evaluation tools for the Executive Director and for Council members.

· The Finance committee will meet on a regular basis throughout the year to monitor the budget that has been created.

· Committees should schedule meeting times during the off months from our regular meeting dates

· New member orientation will take place again during the January Annual Meeting.

· Council members leaving and new Council members will be recognized during the Annual Meeting with the possibility of a swearing in ceremony for new Council members. 

TREASURER – Gene Leber gave the report.  Handouts were distributed during the Executive Session. The finance committee had several recommendations for council.  Chair Buban called for the motions supporting those recommendations.

MOTION:
That the 2007 budget be approved contingent upon the final financial reconciliation.



MADE BY:
Tim Cody



SECOND:
Vance Holt



ADOPTED:
Unanimously

MOTION:
That the 2008 budget be approved contingent upon the final 2007 financial reconciliation.



MADE BY:
Susan Bader



SECOND:
Vance Holt



ADOPTED:
Unanimously

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – Brenda Curtiss gave the report.  Updated SPILs were distributed and will be available soon at www.ohiosilc.org under Documents.

· Thanks to everyone for their hard work and dedication in 2007 as Council worked through a number of issues.  ED Curtiss also welcomed new Council members.  It should be possible for Council to make quorum now, but all open positions have not been filled and there is some confusion as to who the new members replaced.

· The update of the SPIL is the major project that has been going on since the July meeting.  The 2008-2010 SPIL offers viable policy decisions/activities that give Council and the Centers for Independent Living (CILs) some governance about where they should be going.  There were a number of meetings between RSC Liaison Steve Moore, Attorney Wil O’Malley, SILC ED Brenda Curtiss and RSA representatives, especially Felipe Lulli, which led to changes from the original document.  RSA is the ultimate approval authority for the SPIL and the changes were done at their request.  ED Curtiss enumerated some of the changes.
· The SPIL was reformatted.  An assurance had to be added that the State dollars received are what are used for activities.  Page 11, narrative goals 2.
· Goals are all listed in one place, but are repeated so that the objectives show under a particular goal. 
· According to RSA, the major things that SILC is allowed to do include; develop the State Plan, monitor the State Plan and hold open meetings.  Other activities listed should be CIL activities and SILC is not recognized as an advocate.  Any activities listed outside the guidelines must be done with State dollars.
· ED Curtiss and ORSC Liaison Moore had to create a new chart. The Chart of SPIL Activities Expenditures by Year and Goal on page 34 is a summary of all the activities that were listed as expenses.  Those activities had to match with the Resource Plan Chart.  The amounts seen in the chart are based on the objectives and put into the resource plan.  Bottom line – Numbers may be different than those that were originally in the document.  

· On page 63, Section 7: Evaluation.  This section has now been expanded from three to seven methods of evaluation.
Chair Buban emphasized that this year RSA took more of a hands-on role in dictating exactly what should be in the SPIL.  The final document is not the document that OSILC approved or signed off on in July.  However, OSILC had no choice in the final draft of the SPIL.  This was a very unique process and different from previous years.  It is clear that RSA’s interpretation of phrases or words is different from OSILC’s.  In addition, Ohio is not the only state to experience the changes.

· ED Curtiss met with representatives from the State Auditor’s office, ORSC, Laubie, Karling and Associates and Council Member Bader to discuss whether or not the State could conduct the necessary audit of OSILC accounts.  After some discussion, the representatives from the Auditor’s office reaffirmed their original premise that they could perform the audits.  The State may bid it out or they may conduct it themselves, which is good news for OSILC.  ED Curtiss is working with the State Auditor’s office to formulate “agreed upon procedures”.  This will help OSILC further demonstrate its autonomy.  ED Curtiss did explore the possibility of obtaining a special audit and previously reported back to Council regarding the cost.  

LIAISON REPORTS

NOTE:  If liaison reports were printed and distributed, a recap of those reports will not appear in the minutes.  Only items that do not appear on the reports will be mentioned herein.
Copies of the reports will be attached to the final version of the minutes.  

GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES – Executive Director Lucille Walls gave the report.  There were no handouts distributed.

· Governor’s Council is still awaiting its new appointments; however, the potential members were invited to an orientation at GCPD’s retreat. 

· The application for youth to participate in the Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) is online at www.gcpd.ohio.gov.  The meeting will be July 21 – July 24, 2008.  Applications for youth to attend must be postmarked no later than January 31, 2008.  The Forum welcomes high school juniors and seniors.  

· New OSILC Council member Jennifer Smith volunteered last summer at the YLF and can provide details about the excitement the program generates.

· Mentors are being sought for the luncheon scheduled for July 24th and interested individuals or organizations can speak with the GCPD staff for more details.  

· New Council Member Nathan Turner has also been a delegate to the YLF several years ago, and last year he volunteered during the conference.   Nathan also participated in the High School High Tech program through the Ability Center of Greater Toledo.

· There may be an opportunity for OSILC and GCPD to share a Council member.  Ms. Walls feels that would be beneficial to both agencies and thanked ED Curtiss for her support in that regard.   

· GCPD is soliciting nominations for the following awards:  Employer of the Year, Best Practices, Advocacy and The Maureen Fitzgerald Leadership Award.  Most nominations are not due until May, but Liaison Walls encouraged attendees not to wait until the last minute before responding.  

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF AGING – Carol Shkolnik gave the report.  Reports were distributed and available in accessible formats.

For information about the progress of the Unified Long Term Budget subcommittees, to sign up for email notification of rule proposals and to view the Ohio Department of Aging’s State Plan go to www.goldenbuckeye.com.

The meeting was recessed at 12:40 pm for lunch.

The meeting was reconvened at 1:25 pm.

LIAISON REPORTS continued

OHIO REHABILITATION SERVICES COMMISSION – Stephen Moore gave the report.  Reports were distributed and available in accessible formats.

· Copies distributed included the Draft Plan for Subrecipient Training and Monitoring, the List of Pass-Through Vendors, and the List of Grantee/Vendor Audits.  On November 28th RSC staff will be trained on what to look for as they work with the grant sub recipients.  There will be an overview of the federal financial requirements according to OMB.  All sub recipients will be invited for a presentation on the requirements before December 14th, probably December 5th or 6th.  The training is designed to educate organizations that receive pass-through money from RSC and the types of expenses that will be reviewed in an audit.
· Changes have been made at RSC which realigns areas of responsibility.  For example, BSVI Bureau Director Mike Hanes and Rehab Tech Supervisor Bob Breckenridge, now have oversight of the IL and Older Blind programs within RSC.  Mr. Breckenridge and Steve Moore will be attending SILC Congress in January 2008.  Mr. Breckenridge will be learning more about Independent Living and his rehab tech staff will be visiting CILs to increase the lines of communication.

· RSC records show SILC has$8900 unspent from FFY07 Part B Funds.  There was $60 billed as a balance from Tri-County IL Center.

· Liaison Moore participated in the teleconference training for CILs regarding the 704 reports.  There is s contract service available for tallying up surveys if needed by CILs or OSILC for 704 data.  Liaison Moore can furnish the details if necessary. 

CLIENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM OF OHIO LEGAL RIGHTS SERVICE – Art Schlesinger gave the report.  There were no handouts.

· OSILC was thanked for their assistance in disseminating postcards for the OLRS priority setting process.  More responses than ever were received from multiple sources.

· Medicaid Buy-In is set to be implemented by January 1, 2008.  The rules go to JCARR in early December. 

· Liaison Schlesinger outlined some of the priorities that OLRS has established to determine what types of cases are undertaken 

· Access to courts and criminal justice – An action example is to represent clients who claim discrimination or denial of needed accommodations in prisons or jails.
· Children – An example of the action is to investigate placements of children receiving mental health services in facilities that are not licensed as mental health providers.

· Abuse and neglect – One activity is to investigate and resolve client complaints and other reports of abuse in facilities or by community providers especially abuse or neglect that result from restraint, including chemical restraint or seclusion.

· Community integration – An activity is to investigate and represent, in select cases, when the client is placed in a nursing facility against the client’s will, where services are being provided to the client in a setting that is not the most integrated appropriate to the client’s needs.

· Employment – One activity will be to represent clients who have been denied appropriate planning and services for transition to higher education or work by local schools or state education and vocational rehabilitation officials, including denial of tuition assistance for individuals in the vocational rehabilitation system.

· Self advocates/peer support – Activities include developing protocols for referrals from the technical support to self-advocacy programs, including education and outreach opportunities.  The entire list of themes is available from the website at www.olrs.ohio.gov
Liaison Schlesinger then gave a historical overview of the Medicaid Buy-In (MBI) program in response to a question by Council Member Holt.  MBI was introduced to help people with disabilities seeking employment who receive Medicaid.  Those individuals lose their Medicaid benefits if they earn over a certain amount of money, and that barrier prohibits them from working.  Eventually a proposal was written, legislators from the Ohio Senate and the House agreed with, developed and sponsored legislation and the bill was passed.  MBI becomes effective January 1, 2008. 

ED Curtiss asked Liaison Schlesinger to give Council an overview of all the programs for which OLRS has responsibility during the January or March OSILC meetings.  It will be added as an agenda item for one of those meetings. 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES – Laurie Damon gave the report.  Handouts will be distributed and put into accessible formats.

· The Money Follows the Person (MFP) grant is now known as Home Choice.  A number of partners worked in various workgroups as part of the process and most of those groups have completed their work.  Operational protocols are being put together that will be sent to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) by the end of the year.  The Planning and Advisory group continues to meet because they will review the protocols before they are sent to CMS.  The Consumer Direction group is also still meeting to integrate consumer direction into the existing waivers.  Individuals can look at the results of the things the workgroups have accomplished by checking the website at http://jfs.ohio.gov/OHP/infodata/MFPGrant/info.stm.  
· Crystal Thomas is the new Executive Director of the Executive Medicaid Management Administration (EMMA).  This is a group of directors whose departments have Medicaid funds.  It will eliminate the need to create an entirely new department.  
· John Corlett will become the Deputy Director for Ohio Health Plans effective December 17th.  He comes from the Center for Community Solutions in Cleveland.
OHIO DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL – Executive Director Dave Zwyer gave the report.  There were no handouts distributed. 

· ODDC is a planning and advocacy agency housed within the Ohio Dept. of Mental Retardation/Developmental Disabilities. ODDC falls under the Developmental Disabilities Act and MR/DD is their Designated State Agency (DSA).  DD Council has 33 members that meet ten times a year for two days each time.  ED Curtiss usually attends the Business Meeting and reports on behalf of OSILC.   Programs that DD Council has involvement with or are tracking include: 

· MBI – DD Council has been a leading proponent for the past seven years and has been funding grants to support that effort.

· MFP/Home Choice. 

· MR/DD Future Study Committee – will be involved as recommendations begin to be developed.

· Visitability – Involvement with developing legislation for that effort.

· Reauthorization of the DD Act – A delegation of Ohioans met with U.S. Senators Sherrod Brown and Ted Kennedy to request support for having a sibling of a person with a disability on the Council.

· The National Association is in the process of hiring a new CEO. ED Zwyer is participating in the phone interviews. Face to face interviews are planned with the final candidates. 

· The grant review process has just been completed.  ODDC awards nearly $2 million in grants each year.  Mary Butler is a Council member and was heavily involved in that effort.  Approved grants should start to come online in January 2008.  

· ODDC is still awaiting confirmation on new appointees, which should come before the end of the month. 

· ODDC has requested a full audit from MR/DD.  Comments have been made that ODDC is continuing to give grants “to their friends” and the best way to dispel these rumors is to provide complete financial transparency.

· Appropriations – All federal funding sources are functioning under continuing resolutions.  The national DD Council network has an annual appropriation of about $72 million, which means it has been flat-funded for several years.  It is hoped that a $5 million increase will be forthcoming, which would mean about a $30,000 increase for Ohio.  That amount would fund another grant or several of them.

· ODDC Director Zwyer will send information to ED Curtiss for distribution which will enumerate the details of assets that are included for the MBI.

OHIO OLMSTEAD TASK FORCE – Mary Butler gave the report.  Handouts were distributed and available in accessible formats.

· One of the handouts was a flyer about the Ohio Housing Locator website.  Landlords will be able to go online, enter information about their property to make it easier for people to search for affordable, accessible rental housing in Ohio.  Registration is free and landlords can log in 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  The Ohio DD Council provided a grant for $25,000 that will be used to market the website to property owners in the first year.  Once the site is populated with properties, consumers will be targeted with marketing campaigns in the second year.  The website is OhioHousingLocator.org.

·  The Interagency Council on Homelessness and Housing is having their second meeting on November 29, 2007.  Governor Strickland reinstituted that group with an Executive Order earlier this year.

OHIO DISABILITY VOTE COALITION - Sue Hetrick gave the report.  Handouts were distributed and available in accessible format.

· Columbus hosted a national web cast at the OSILC office where presidential candidates addressed concerns of people with disabilities.  Several other organizations around the state also hosted the web cast.  The web cast originated from New Hampshire and was a very successful event.  

· The question was asked how ODVC plans to build a voting bloc of people with disabilities, yet remain non-partisan.  The response was that it is the mission of ODVC to educate and disseminate information about how legislators have addressed issues that are important to people with disabilities regardless of party affiliation.  In addition, the ODVC is part of the National Disability Vote Alliance and it is clear that people with disabilities and their families are not voting on the disability issues, so the vision is that continually keeping disability issues at the forefront and how legislators react (or do not react) to those issues will begin to create change.
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH – No representative present.  No report received.

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL RETARDATION/DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES – No representative present.  No report received.

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION – No representative present.  No report received.

ASSOCIATION OF PROGRAMS FOR RURAL INDEPENDENT LIVING – No representative present.  No report received. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Resolved earlier in the meeting.
NEW BUSINESS

Schedule for meeting dates in 2008

Tentative meeting dates for 2008 were set and Chair Buban called for a motion.

MOTION:
That the dates for OSILC meetings in 2008 are:
· Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. January 15, 16 and 17 Annual Meeting

· Wednesday and Thursday, March 19 and 20

· Wednesday and Thursday, May 21 and 22

· Wednesday and Thursday, July 23 and 24

· Wednesday and Thursday, September 24 and 25

· Wednesday and Thursday, November 19 and 20

MADE BY:
Susan Bader

SECOND:
Gene Leber

ADOPTED:
Unanimously

SILC Congress attendees

ED Curtiss explained that SILC Congress is the national meeting for Statewide Independent Living Councils that occurs in January of each year.  ED Curtiss is the Chair this year and a strong agenda has been developed regarding the changes for SILCs and the changes in the rehabilitation system.  OSILC has the opportunity to send four (4) members to the Congress.  Treasurer Leber then gave a general overview of why Council members would want to consider attending the Congress.  He explained that it focuses on who we are.  Issues for SILCs across the country are discussed and last year major pieces of information were about how people with disabilities were left behind after the disaster of Katrina.  Emergency evacuations for people with disabilities became a major topic at the Congress.  This differs from the National Council for Independent Living Annual Conference because issues there are mainly related to Centers for Independent Living (CILs).  The 2008 SILC Congress will take place in New Orleans in 2008.

It was discussed that OSILC should sponsor Attorney O’Malley’s attendance at SILC Congress.  Members Susan Bader, Chair Buban, and Jennifer Smith expressed interest in attending the 2008 SILC Congress.  Chair Buban called for a motion. 

MOTION:
That OSILC should pay for Attorney Wil O’Malley’s attendance at SILC Congress 2008, to be held in New Orleans, Louisiana, January 25-28, 2008.



MADE BY:
Susan Bader



SECOND:
Vance Holt



ADOPTED:
Unanimously

Proposal by Executive Director Melanie Hogan from LEAP

CIL Director Hogan was unable to attend the meeting and ED Curtiss presented the proposals.  

· Director Hogan has represented Ohio in the Region V Rehabilitation Continuing Education Program (RCEP) workgroups.  That group does technical assistance and training that is quite vocational rehabilitation related.  The group has been given the charge to work more with Independent Living agencies.  There will be a Region V conference in the spring of 2009 in Wisconsin and commitments are requested from as many CILs and SILCs as possible.  The RCEP workgroup wants a commitment from each SILC that $2,000 will be contributed toward the endeavor.  After discussion, a motion was made.  

MOTION:
That OSILC support the idea of the RCEP Region V CIL Workshop for the Spring of 2009 and that ED Brenda Curtiss write a letter to Director Hogan to communicate the support, but not commit OSILC funds until the 2009 budget is in process.



MADE BY:
Gene Leber



SECOND:
Wendy Halley



ADOPTED:
Unanimously

ED Curtiss presented another proposal from Director Hogan requesting support for four (4) people at $500 per person to attend an International Conference on Self-Determination to be held May 27-29, 2008 in Detroit, Michigan.  After Council members reviewed the request and discussed the issue in detail, a motion was offered.

MOTION:
That the request from Melanie Hogan for funding for the International Conference on Self-Determination be referred to the OSILC Finance Committee for a recommendation at the January 2008 meeting.



MADE BY:
Gene Leber



SECOND:
Jennifer Smith



ADOPTED: 
Unanimously

Ethics Training

Handouts were distributed about the Ethics Training that is provided by the State.  All members of Boards and/or Commissions are required to attend one of these trainings.  The remaining sessions are:


December 3 – 10 am – noon at the University of Cincinnati


December 14 – 10 am – noon at the University of Akron

If new members are not able to attend one of these sessions on such short notice, Chair Buban and/or ED Curtiss will write a letter explaining that those members will attend one of the sessions next year. 

Election of Officers 

Officers for OSILC will be elected at the January 2008 meeting. If anyone is interested in running for Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer, or Member at Large they should let Council Member Gene Leber or Parliamentarian Joy Myers know.  Officers are elected for one-year terms and can run for two terms.  
GOOD OF THE ORDER

No comments for good of the order or public comments.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm.

Recorded by,

Kay Grier

